
LENT     COURSE     2013     

   Week     One:      Starting     out.  

As preparation for next Tuesday, read one or more of the following 
meditations which introduce the themes of the session. 

Please     bring     with     you   a picture or an object that you are willing to show 
to others. It can represent something either of your own church tradition 
or of your own family home if you are comfortable with that. Whatever it 
is, please bring it to the session and, if you are willing, be prepared to 
talk about what it means to you. 

1.     Jesus  ’   home  .    

      Jesus’ home would have been a simple place, although not as basic 
as some in his town. It would have had a flat roof, small windows and 
walls made of rough stone or mud bricks. As a craftsman, Joseph would 
have been a cut above the humblest labourers, and his house may well 
have had more than one room – perhaps a carpentry workshop as well 
as the main downstairs room where the family lived and where the 
household animals slept at night.

      The priorities and routines of the household wove themselves into 
the lives of Mary and Joseph’s growing family. Jesus would have seen 
his mother rise at dawn each day to make the bread which was every 
family’s staple food. He would have watched his mother and sisters fetch 
water, trudging with monotonous regularity to the well and back. As he 
grew stronger, he would have helped his father in the workshop and 
learned about handling wood: his grown-up parable about planks of 
wood and splinters in the eye may well have sprung from painful 
experience! 

(Geoffrey Marshall-Taylor, ‘Daily Life in Jesus’ Time’, The Children’s Illustrated 
Bible, Dorling Kindersley, 1994, p.208–9)

      The daily life of his own home was intertwined with the lives of his 
neighbours, which were ruled by the seasonal demands of agriculture. 
He would have seen the farmers sowing their seed by hand, casting it 
into the ploughed soil and praying it would take root and thrive. As he 



and his brothers played in the fields and were chased off tender shoots 
of young wheat, he would have come to understand the vital connection 
between the growing seeds and the food in his belly. He may have 
helped with the harvest, choked on the dust thrown up by threshing and 
winnowing, and joined in the general celebration of that year’s crop 
safely gathered in. He would have heard the grumbling of the labourers 
who were hired for the grape harvest, and watched the new wine being 
made and stored. As he walked in the countryside around Nazareth, he 
would have seen shepherds with sheep and goats, driving the goats 
from behind and leading their sheep from the front, watching over their 
flocks, cosseting the sick lambs and chasing the wayward ones back 
into the fold.

          Nothing connects us to the humanity of Jesus and the 
ordinariness of his early life so much as the images which he uses in his 
storytelling. These  are truly home-grown parables, infused with the 
reality of rural life in first-century Palestine.

 In a time of quiet, read and reflect on some of these well-known 
parables, and consider the real, human experience from which these 
images sprung: 

 Matthew 13:1–53; Mark 12:1–12; Luke 6:39–45; 13:18–21; 15:3–10 12

2.     Provincial     life.      

      Throughout his life, and in death, Jesus was defined by his home 
town. He was Jesus of Nazareth, the Galilean or the Nazarene. He and 
his disciples would have spoken with a strong northern accent which 
marked them out as provincial in comparison with the southern accent of 
Jerusalem. Peter does not have to say very much at all before his 
accent identifies him as a disciple:

      ‘When he went out to the porch, another servant-girl saw him, and 
she said to the bystanders, ‘This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.’ 
Again he denied it with an oath, ‘I do not know the man.’ After a little 
while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, ‘Certainly you are also 
one of them, for your accent betrays you.’  Matthew 26:71–73

      In every country there is a range of regional accents, and the way 
people speak in the centres of power – whether north or south – very 



often comes to be seen as the ‘right’ accent. In Britain, this has long 
been the kind of pronunciation nicknamed ‘the Queen’s English’. 
Although this prejudice is diminishing, there is still evidence that the 
more an accent differs from this standard, the more a speaker tends to 
be defined negatively: they may be seen as a country bumpkin, the butt 
of jokes and the subject of mindless stereotyping. Accents from rural 
regions such as Wales, Norfolk and west Cornwall prompt jibes about 
various uncivilised practices; people from the deep south of the United 
States, far from New York and Washington, are often dismissed as 
‘rednecks’ on the strength of their accent alone. 

While we cannot assume that accents were so definitively judged in 
Jesus’ time, the way he spoke, as well as what he said, may well have 
influenced his listeners. When we think of Jesus eating with ordinary 
people, mixing with the marginalised and the untouchables of his day, 
then speaking to powerful religious leaders with such authority, we 
should think of him speaking with an ordinary country accent. When he 
yells in the temple in Jerusalem, overturning tables and asserting that 
this most holy of places should be a house of prayer, he does so in an 
accent which, to many, would sound like that of a common farmer or 
fisherman. This may not have carried the weight of prejudice which it 
does today, but it would have made him sound like an ordinary pilgrim 
from the provinces. This, perhaps, was an additional affront to the 
authorities (‘Who does he think he is?’) as well as a bond between him 
and his people. He was indeed one of them: he talked like them and 
lived like them, and now he came to save them.

      Today, look again at Jesus’ familiar words which are known as the 
Beatitudes (Matthew 5:1–11 or the more plain-spoken version in Luke 
6:20–26). We may be used to hearing them read by well-spoken clergy 
or by people using their best church voices.

 Read these words to yourself today in the local accent you hear in the 
streets and shops wherever you live. 

 Does this affect the way you hear and respond to the message – and to 
Jesus himself?



3. Church life.

Given human nature, it is not surprising that something so deeply 
personal and precious as religious faith should also be a cause of 
discord and hurt. In the gospels we learn of the divisions between the 
Pharisees (who among other things, believed in the resurrection of the 
body) and the smaller but more powerful group of Sadducees (who did 
not). In several of Paul’s letters we read of the divisions among the 
members of the early church: despite all his best efforts, Christianity’s 
history is one of disagreement and disunity.

Because faith is such a deeply personal aspect of our lives, we 
inevitably become deeply attached to certain symbols or services which 
have great meaning for us personally and we find that certain ways of 
worshipping feel more in keeping with our own spirituality. We come to 
faith as individual Christians but within a community: and each 
community or church has certain systems of meaning which are 
reflected in aspects of its doctrine and teaching. In turn this is often 
reflected in different styles or emphases within worship.

 Therefore we can find it difficult or alien when we experience worship in 
a different church. But as we accept that diversity of personality and 
character is a gift, so we can recognise that as we all encounter God in 
different ways, we can also work together  to share the wisdom we have 
discovered in so doing. 

Reflect on how you personally came to faith, and what your faith journey 
has been so far. Why do you belong to your church, and not another?

What experience do you have of other Christian traditions?

Take a few minutes this week to find out something new about a 
tradition different to your own.



Much of sections 1 and 2  is based on material from  ‘Encountered: 
meeting God in everyday places’ by Claire Benton Evans and published 
by Kevin Mayhew in 2009.


